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One of the characteristic talents of women is their ability to multi-task. In many  
cases, the tasks fall in discreet areas and require different and various talents.  
 
Therefore it is only natural that femininity can be a distinct advantage in contemporary 
architecture, which deals with redefining space and its influence on diverse fields of 
knowledge. The definition of space, as it is relevant to life today, is not only multi-disciplinary 
but also multi-tasked. The challenge in redefining space by using multiple disciplines of 
knowledge that were not classically connected to architecture creates a new and fertile 
breadth of collaboration; it is natural that as female architects take their place in the world of 
architecture so they assist in its development. 
 

One of the most interesting and intriguing architects working today whose work exemplifies 
this world view is the American architect Liz Diller, who is a leading architect with the firm 
Diller, Scofidio and Renfro. Liz was born in Poland to Holocaust survivor parents who 
immigrated to the States when she was still a child. She is a graduate of the Cooper Union. 
Among her many activities she is also a full professor at Princeton University. 
 
Her work is known principally for her interdisciplinary approach to architecture. Her influence 
as a leading contemporary architect is attributed not only to her physically constructed 
projects, but also and perhaps primarily to her work in architectural theory and criticism as 
expressed in texts, art installations, video art and electronic art. Liz is the first architect to be 
awarded the MacArthur Prize, which is given for genius and long-standing contribution to 
creativity in the world. Among her best-known projects: the Blur Building on the lake in 
Switzerland and the High Line in New York, the renovation of the prestigious Julliard School 
for Performance Art, the Lincoln Center (under construction) and the Institute for 
Contemporary Art in Boston.  

 

The noteworthy French architect Manuelle Gautrand is recognized primarily for her 
unforgettable design of the Citroen showroom on the Champs Elysees in Paris. She also 
serves as a professor of architecture at the distinguished Technische Universität in Vienna. 
Manuelle’s work is characterized by multifaceted domains of work, denotation of urban 
dimensions to the individual echelon and by the invigorating combination of practical projects 
world-wide with lively conceptual thought.  

 
Holon provides a local example of women’s advancement and of innovative projects which 
have succeeded in boosting the town by means of interdisciplinary thinking, spear-headed for 
a number of years now by charismatic municipal managing director Hana Hertzman. Mere 
mention of a number of important projects in Holon, such as the Children’s Museum, the 
Meditech, and the Design Museum (planned by international Israeli-born planner Ron Arad) 
suffices to note her contribution to Holon’s repositioning as a nascent cultural center. Galit 
Gaon, artistic director of the Museum of Design, will present the museum and its premier 
exhibit during the symposium. 
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Israel and abroad, to expose the public to the professional achievements of female architects, 
to their exceptional multi-disciplinary thought and the compatibility of their approach to the 
progress of architecture.  
 

 
The municipality of Holon sets as its goal the advancement of women in all arenas of life. 
Architecture is one of the fields in which women’s performance in recent years has been the 
most engaging and intriguing. Female architects in Israel and abroad have secured for 
themselves a central and leading position, and their work can be found throughout all fields 
and at every scale of architectural planning.  
 
The Israel Association of United Architects considers the organization of this symposium an 
important opportunity to discuss crucial issues of prospective space in architecture, as Liz 
Diller says, “Aside from keeping the rain out and producing some useful space, 
Architecture is nothing but a special effects machine that delights and disturbs the 
senses" . 
 
Is the femininity of architects in Israel and abroad, as suggested in this thesis as a basis for 
discussion, indeed a benefit and does it constitute a genuine contribution to their professional 
role?  
 

Participating Architects:  

Elizabeth Diller (Diller Scofidio + Renfro),  U.S.A 

Manuelle Gautrand� � � � � � � � � �
�

The Israeli Architects: 
 

�  Lecturers: 
 

                                      Professor Hana Naveh, Architect Carmela Yakoby,        
                                      Architect Ayelet  Israeli-Karmon 
 

 
�  Panel Members, moderated by Dr. Eran 

Neuman:  
 

Tagit Klimor, Anda Bar, Ranana Yardeni, Irit Kochavi,                 
Gal Nauer, Buthyana Davit, Irit Tzaraf-Netanyahu, 
Sheli Cohen 

 
Conference Curator: Architect Batia Svirsky- Melloul, Chair of the Tel Aviv-Central 
Region branch of the Association of United Israeli Architects  
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